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2008 Natural Disaster Impact 
on K-12 



Today’s Discussion
DE Flood efforts
Methodology
Affected institutions
Damage & Expenses
The Students and other considerations
Potential Actions



DE Contribution to Natural 
Disaster Relief Efforts

Feeding Programs
USDA Commodities
Electronic Certification Grant

Information Conduit
Initial Email
Formalized damage assessment with Homeland 

Security
Input from IASB & EMC

Website FAQ: http://www.iowa.gov/educate/content/view/1453/1621/

http://www.iowa.gov/educate/content/view/1453/1621/


Methodology

Districts that did NOT Reply                
Within Presidential Declaration Counties



Those Affected by Natural Disaster 
Reported Back Affected by a Natural 
Disaster

Local Public Districts:  73 total
Non-publics:  6 facilities, 2 systems
AEAs:   Grant Wood (10) & Green Valley (14)
CCs :  NIACC, IHCC, Southwestern, Eastern Iowa, and 

Kirkwood

Local Districts Nonpublics AEAs CC
Flooding 48 5 1 3
Wind 12 0 0 1
Hail 4 0 1 1
Tornadoes 6 0 0 0

Natural Disasters Affecting Districts Since May 25



Affected



Damages and Expenses Overall 
Damages and Expenses reported

Local Public Districts:  $36.2 million + $30 million*= $62 
million
Non-publics:  $1.7 million
AEAs:  $7.5 million
CCs:  $2 million

Extent of Insurance Coverage Unknown
Districts reported when they knew they had coverage

They were not always certain what was covered
They often did not know the coverage limits

Frequency report for extent and details



LEA damage & 
Expenses

No. of Districts Amount (Sum) Flood Insurance Coverage
Damage from standing/running water 24 6,711,068$                 2
Damage from sewer back-up 4 29,751$                     3
Water seepage from ground saturation 
(hydrostatic pressure) 20 1,420,231$                 2
Structural damage 11 11,501,001$               0
Damage to mechanical (boiler) or electrical 
(HVAC) systems 10 2,465,001$                 2
Damage to computers/technology 9 426,501$                   1
Damage to vehicles 7 1,467,187$                 2
General Property damage 15 1,023,001$                 1
Athletic Facilities damage 17 3,164,404$                 1
Permanent records - paper 3 25,501$                     0
Permanent records - electronic 1 1$                             0
Damage to food service equipment 6 718,501$                   0
Total Damages 28,952,148$               
Personnel overtime 36 109,880$                   

Rental of items for clean-up 13 20,225$                     

Contracted clean-up 14 507,994$                   

Removal and remodel 15 689,502$                   

Repair 27 599,596$                   

Vehicle replacement 4 1,201,000$                 

Food spoilage 6 16,000$                     

Costs from providing aid in the relief efforts: 
meals, housing, transportation, etc. 11 36,856$                     

Extra expense of maintaining the school 12 17,033$                     

Increased cost of operating 12 911,943$                   
Total Expenses 4,110,029$                 
Note: Cedar Rapids entered $1 for specific categories because they were unsure of specific estimates

Local Public Districts



Non Public  
damage & 
Expenses

No. of 
Districts Amount (Sum)

Flood 
Insurance 
Coverage

Damage from standing/running water 3 385,000$      1
Damage from sewer back-up 2 101,500$      0
Water seepage from ground saturation 
(hydrostatic pressure) 2 5,500$          0
Structural damage 1 20,000$        0
Damage to mechanical (boiler) or 
electrical (HVAC) systems 2 90,000$        0
General Property damage 2 140,500$      0
Athletic Facilities damage 1 100,000$      0
Permanent records - paper 1 5,000$          0
Damage to food service equipment 1 10,000$        0
Total Damages 857,500$      
Personnel overtime 2 5,200$          

Rental of items for clean-up 2 50,500$        

Contracted clean-up 2 130,000$      

Removal and remodel 4 547,000$      

Repair 3 101,300$      

Costs from providing aid in the relief 
efforts: meals, housing, transportation, 
etc. 1 150$             

Extra expense of maintaining the school 1 5,000$          
Total Expenses 839,150$      

Non Public Districts



AEA Damages & Expenses 
Damage to themselves

Grant Wood Flooded
Property Tax Implications for Local School 

Districts
Damage to the Districts they Serve

AEAs conduit for serving Districts
Increased district needs often means More 

AEA services needed, which means more AEA 
expense



Open enroll-
displaced



Needs for Waivers 
Transportation

Length of bus routes – time a child on a bus: 11
Routing of buses through other districts: 7

Other Barriers
Start Date: 2
LEA
AEA



Potential Actions 
Firming up damage & expense estimates
Inquiring with affected districts in disaster 
declaration areas
Legislative remedies
Waiver remedies
RIO requests of DE
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